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“But if arguments for reincarnation seem unpersuasive [to him], so do the usual arguments against it. The poet Lucretius and the church father Tertullian both disputed reincarnation on the grounds that if we have lived previous lives, we should be able to remember them. But as philosopher C. J. Ducasse pointed out, 'this objection proves little because most of us have no memory of the first few years of our present lives. Indeed the case is really worse than that, for we have also no memories of the great majority of the days of our life.’ Do you know what you wore or what you had for dinner three weeks ago? Even if you don’t, it hardly leads to the conclusion that you did not then exist.” (56)

“Near-death research now involves separate tracks of inquiry into the various categories of the near death experience ― the out of body phenomenon, the tunnel of darkness, the bright light, the sensation of love and warmth, the life review [as referenced in Hebrews 9:27 ― the word translated "judgment" actually means "debriefing"], and the subsequent life transformation.” (63)

“The liberal theologian Hans Kung and the evangelical magazine Christianity Today both criticized near death experiences. To an extent, we can understand why liberal theologians might be hostile.... It’s less obvious why traditional Christians might protest. The reason could possibly be summed up in Billy Graham’s objection that ‘seldom in these experiences does death appear to have any negative consequences.’ In a 1992 monograph, John Ankerberg and John Weldon write that near-death research seems to promote a ‘universal religion’ in which ‘God seems to be indifferent to evil’ and just about everyone ends up living happily ever after. This, they argue, is not Christianity.” (65)

